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F my Thoughts (which L now w preſent. 
unto 1 5 World) ſhould not agree with 
* any of my Readers; yet, ſuch will have 
no Cauſe to ſay that I lead any out of the 
| right Way to Heaverr and true Happineſs. 3 
| -becauſe I exhort all Men and Women even 
Saints as well as Sinners to keep in the 
| Valley of Humility, and to walk humbly. 
with or before the Lord. And as for Hil. 
- tory of Jacos and Es au, I believe it to 
be ſo exactly true, that I do not alter one 
tter thereof, but only ſet forth it's ſpi- 
Waal Senſe and Meaning; ſor ſince the 
Eri . faith the Leiter killeth, but #he 
it quickneth : If a Man only underſtand 
JF orical Part of any Text of ' Scripy 
5 ecially this of | Taco and EzAVs. 
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there he doth not rightly underſiand tho 5 
i 1 likewiſe er all Men to 5 5 
no hope nor truſt in their own Strength and 
Power, but to depend on the Love and 
Mercy of God in Jeſus Chriſt, for he is Me- 
diator between God and Man : Therefore, 
ts he alone that muſt reconcile us unto. 
God, by changing the Heart and Mind of 
1 Signer {6 far as to forſake the Evil of his 
Way, and to turn his Will and Deſire te 
| God again, and likewiſe to heal him of all 
thoſo ſpiritual Infirmities which our Fa- 


ther Adam and himſelf hath brought upen 
bim; and when by the Grace of 604 and 
his Holy Spirit a Man's Soul is purified and 
made fit for the Kingdom of Heaven, he 
muſt by Faith from time to time obtain 


. fuch d Supplies of Te Power from the 
1 


Son of God as will enable him to continue 
bis faithful Soldier and Servant to his Life's 
end. © As for myſelf Iam a Member of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, who has no Party Zeal, 
bur delights to ſee People of every Ferſus- 
tion take up their Croſs and fight manfully 
e an 8 e 8 the World 
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ys Fleſl and the Devil ſo as to conquer 
and over=come. For my deſire is this, that 
the Children of Men may be happy and 
tte Kingdom of our Lord jeſus Chriſt great 
yea exceeding great; for ſo wiſheth and 
ſo Preſs dear Chriſtian HOT) 
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And fince both Scriptute and Reaſon agree in this, 
that no Man has a Right to demand any Thing as his own 

at the Hand of God, but muſt receive all Bleſſings as 

Acts of Mercy; no Man, by being born of righteous 

Parents, can claim any Right or Title to an Inheritance | 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, nor any other ſpiritual Bleſ- 

fing. Therefore St. Paul faith, - neither becauſe they are 

the Seed of Abraham, are they all Children, but in Iſaac 

ſhall thy Seed be called, that is, they which are the Chil- 
_ dren of the Fleſh, thefe are not the Children of God, but 
the Children of the Promiſe are counted for the Seed. 

Now every Man of the meaneſt Capacity knows, that 

all are by Nature Children of the Fleſh, ſo that it's by - 

the ſecond ſpiritual Birth we muſt become Children of 
the Promiſe ; for when our Father Adam had by the Fall, 

loſt (or as it were) ſold his Birthright for the forbidden 

Fruit, it could not be regained but by the ſecond Birth. 

And this the Hiſtory of Esauv and Jacos hath rightly A 
ſet forth z for it's plain from Scripture, - that Es Au who „ 
repreſenteth the firſt Adam, did as he had done, ſold his 1 
Birthright for a Trifle, even for Pottage of Lentiles, | 
which was of no more value than the forbidden Fruit 

and ſince; that when Adam loft his Birthright, it fell to | 
the ſecond Birth, as Es Au's did; they rightly agree or x 
- repreſent each other. 1 | 

And becauſe the firſt Adam, by turning his Will and 
Deſire away from God, died to the Kingdom of Heaven; 
the laſt Adam was made a quickening Spirit, to quicken, ' 
the firſt Adam and his Children; for whoſoever is not 
qguiekened by him, muſt for ever remain dead to the | 
Kingdom of Heaven. Now this ſecond, or laſt Adam, | 
== whom the Prophets for a long time had foretold, was 
ien by Promiſe, therefore all his true Diſciples are 
led be Children of Promiſe, becauſe it's not by Nature 
r divine Power, that they obtain a new Life, which _ 
ifies and makes them fit for Heaven or Paradiſe. L 
oer to Abrabam this is the Word of Promiſe, at ti, 
RE will 1 come, and Sarah ſhall have a Son; and not 

this, but when Rebecca alſy had coneeived by ene, 
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5 1 
even by our Father Iſacc, it was ſaid unto her, tbe Elder 
ſhall ſerve the Younger. But by the Scripture Account, 
we cannot find that Es Au himſelf ſerved Jacos, but ra- 
ther that Jaccs ſerved Es Au, becauſe he called him 
Lord: But if we look upon them as two different diſtinct 
Nations, and conſider how that God gave unto the Seed 
of Jacos the Law and the Teſtimony, then it will ap- 
pear, Jacos was ſo much greater than Esav, that he 
might very well be called his Lord. And again, if we 
conſider, how that as concerning the Fleſh, - Chriſt came 
of the Seed of Jacos, then not only Es Av's Poſterity, 
but Nations far greater than Edom, even unto this very 
Day ſerve him, that is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whom 
Jacos did repreſent. And then the Apoſtle addeth 
theſe Words, for the Children being not yet born, neither 
of : having done any Good or Evil, that the purpoſe of God ac- - 
1 cording to Election might ſtand, not of works, but of bim 
1 Ef that calleth, Now it Men would but conſider; how that 
1 when our firſt Parents were fallen, neither they, nor any 
27" | of us their Poſterity, by our own Strength and Power, 
if could do any Works by which we might recover the loft 
Bil State. No Man needs to make any Scruple about his 
Ki | Election, and think, that one Mans. Works will be ac- 
. cepted before another, becauſe by this Text all Works 
are rejected; for if the Lord God had left Man to him 
felf in his fallen State, both our firſt Parents, and all of 
us their Poſterity, at the End of this Life, muſt for ever 
have remained in outer Darkneſs. Let I would not have 
7 any Man to think we undervalue good Works, or encou- 
Ig q be | rage Men to live in Sin, but only to make it known, 
= ii that without the Son of God for a Saviour, no Man by 
=: 7 I Works could be ſaved:; that is, no Man by Works could 
8 have purified and made himfelf fit for Heaven or Paradiſe. 
And ſince Man is but a dependent Creature, if he had 
not eaten of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
yet without receiving Supplies of Virtue or Power from 
God, he could not have been preſerved in the State of 
Happineſs he was created in, but would have fallen, be- 
cauſe none but an independent Being can ſupport hin ; 
Rey * . MUCA 
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ich de when fallen, by his own Strength and Power, 


recover his loſt State: And ſince Man when fallen could 


not help himſelf, nor do any thing to merit the Love of 
God, it was out of meer Mercy and Compaſſion that God 


appointed his only begotten Son to be our Saviour, and 
without this Saviour no Man by Works could be ſaved. 


And becauſe no Man by his own Strength and Power can 
- purify and make himſelf fit for Heaven or Paradiſe, 106 


purpoſe of God, which according to Election muſt ſtand, is 


tis, that all who come to Heaven and eternal Happineſs, 
- muſt come through or by our Lord and Saviour Jeſus - 
 Chyift, the Son of God; for it's by his divine Power, 


that the Soul of Man, which is by Nature dead to the 
Kingdom of Heaven, muſt be reſtored to Life, even 
that Life our Father Adam loſt. And when by the new 
ſpiritual Birth, a Man's Soul is new born, (or a new Life 
born in it) then, and not till then, ſuch a Soul is fit to 
inhabit Heaven or Paradiſe. : | . 
So from hence it's plain, that Salvation is not of Works, 


but of bim ubat calleth, ſaying, come unto me all ye that 
are weary, and beavy laden, and I will give you reſt. And 


on purpoſe that all may come unto him, every one are 


called; for even thoſe who live in ſuch remote Parts of 
the World, who never heard of the Name of Chriſt, or 


of a Saviour, yet they by his Grace and: holy Spirit are 


called; therefore St. John ſaith, Our Lord Jeſus Christ 


was the true Light that lighteth every Man that cometh 
into the World; and St. Paul ſaith, the Grace of God 


' ©*obich brings Salvation, hath appeared unto all Men. But 
ſince the Grace of God, which brings Salvation, hath not 


as yet appeared unto all Men in an outward external Man- 
ner, it muſt be underſtood in a ſpiritual Senſe, and then 


both theſe Texts will be plain and eaſy. to be underſtood, 
for tbe Light with which the Son of God enlightneth 


every one that cometh into the World, is the Grace which 
he gives unto all Men, for a' Talent to profit withall. 
Therefore, ſince the Indians in America do acknowledge 
that there is a God, who created this World; and every 
Thing that is therein, and likewiſe that he ought to bo 
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worſhiped. and obey d: We may be e chat fs 

theſe People have neither Books, nor any other Writing 
to make theſe things known unto them, it muſt be this 


inward and ſpiritual Grace with which the Son of God 


enlightneth them, that they are made to know there is a 
God, whom they ought to worſhip and obey. _ 
And whether a Man be a Chriſtian, a Jew, a Maho- 
metan, or a Heathen, if he do but worſhip God in 
Spirit and in Truth, he will be accepted; and if he do 
but walk humbly before the great and wiſe Creator, who 
is the true and only God whom we Chriſtians adore, ſuch 
a Man by walking humbly before God, will become a 
Veſſel of Mercy, and by the Grace of God, and his holy 
Spirit, he will be purified and made fit for the Kingdom 
of Glory. But if any ſhould object, that this Doctrine is 
, to the eighteenth Article of the Church, that 
faith, * They are to be had aceurſed, that preſume ta 
6 ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved by the Law or Sect 
© which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame his 


»Life according to that Law, and the Light of Nature.“ 


My Anſwer to all ſuch is, that I do not ſay any Man 
may be ſaved by the Law or Set which he profeſſeth, 
nor yet by being diligent to frame his Life according to 


that Law, or the Light of Nature. 


For altho' I ſay, that a Man, by walking humbly * 
fare the Lord, becomes a Veſſel of Mercy; it's by the 
Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, (and not Humility) 
that the Soul of ſuch a Man is purified, and made fit for 
the Kingdom of Glory. And whoſoever he be that faith 
any Man, either a Chriſtian, a Jew, a Mahometan, or a 
Heathen may be ſaved by any other Means, without the 
Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, he is a Deceiver, 
that ought to be accurſed. And tho' ſome carnal mind- - 
ed Men ſay, that Inſpiration is ceaſed; yet this is ſure, 
yea molt certain, that without the holy Spirit no Soul can 
be ſanctified. And when it cometh: to paſs, that the 
Soul of a Jew, a Mahometan, or a Heathen, is by the 
Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, purified and made fit 


for * Kindom of Glory, ſuch a one will we *by 


it; 


* 
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| {ures that are there. ; 3 „ 
But ſince neither a Jew, a Mahometan nor a Heathen 
believes, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Saviour of 
Mankind, they do not offer up their Prayers in his Name, 
therefore, tho? there be a Poflibility of ſuch being ſaved, 


OY Pn Wn 
Chriſt; for it's the Grace which he gives unto bath 
Men and Women for a Talent to profit withall, that Is 


the Root of Virtue, - which ſtirreth up the Minds-of Men 


to ſeek after God and his Kingdom, to which it doth be- 
long; and when either a Jew, a Mahometan, or a Hea- 


then, humbles himſelf before the Lord, and forſakes the 
Evil of his Way, and cries unto. God for Mercy; tis 


not Nature but Grace that brings forth thoſe good 
Thoughts and Deſires in him. And when any one of 
theſe Men is by Repentance ſo humbled, as to have no 
Hope nor Truſt in his own Strength and Power, but fully 
depends on the Love and Mercy of God, he will no lon- 
ger reſiſt the holy Spirit when he. ſtrives with hum, and 
when the holy Spirit bath. free acceſs into the Soul of 
ſuch-a Man, he then by his divine Power cauſeth the 
ſpiritua! Seed of Grace to grow and increaſe, untill it 
unite with the Soul, and when Grace unites with any 
Soul, that Soul is new born, or a new Life born in it, 


and as that new Life doth grow and increaſe, it leavens 
or changeth the Soul into its own holy Nature of Light; 


and when ſuch a Man dies to this World, becauſe of this 


new Life, he can ſee the glorious Light of the Kingdom 


of Heaven, and with all his other Senſes enjoy the Plea- 


yet they cannot ari ĩve at ſuch a high degree in Grace in 
this Life, nor of Glory in the Kingdom of Heaven, as 


a Chriſtian may; fa that all of us ought to pray for their 


Converſion, - that they may come into the Pail of the 


Chriſtian Church. But if a Man ſhould die to this World, 


( tho? call'd a Chriſtian.) without having a new heavenly 


Life born in his Soul, he cannot ſee the glorious Light 
of the-Kingdom of God, nor with any of his other Senſes 


enjoy the Pleaſures that are there. For as a Man that. 


is dead to this World, can neither ſee, feel, ' raſte, 
hear nor ſmell, any thing that is therein; neither can any 


Man, 
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Sin choaks the Grace of God, and reſiſts it. 
Therefore our dear Redeemer ſaith, Let bim that will l 


| \ 5 ; l ; 
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Man, that is dead to the Kingdom of Heaven, if he was 
amongſt the Saints and Angels in that glorious Kingdom, 
either ſee, feel, taſte, hear or ſmell any thing that is 
there. And for this cauſe our dear Redeemer faith, ex- 
cept a Man be born again be cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. 


But there are ſome Men, who inſtead of believing the 


Mercies of God to be over all his Works, will not allow 


any Man to be ſaved out of the Chriſtian Church. Now 
"becauſe 1 would not willingly offend theſe Men, much 
leſs give them occaſion to ſay, that I extend the Mercies 


of God too far, in ſaying Men'may be faved by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who do not believe in his Name, I offer 
unto them the following Conſideration. - Suppoſe, my 
dear Friends, that any one of you was Sick, and could 


find no help, but ſees Death approaching, if ſome'un- 
known Phyſician ſhould ſend ſuch a Man a Medicine, 
that doth reſtore him to a perfect State of Health, when 


he came to know his Name, would he not be as thankful. 
unto him, as if he had known him before: If you fay, 
that you would be thankful to ſuch a Phyſician, and like- 
wiſe praiſe him more for his Goodneſs than if you had 
known him before: My Anſwer is, I believe it will be 
ſo with all thoſe Jews, Mahometans and Heathens who 
are ſaved; for when they come to know, that it was the 

Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt which he gave unto them 


for a Talent to profit withall, which at firft cauſed them 


to ſeek after God and his Kingdom, and that it was his 


holy Spirit which ſanctified them, and likewiſe that all 
the Happineſs they then enjoy, is owing unto him. Can 


any Chriſtian think that thoſe Men will not praiſe the Son 
of God, as much as any that are now called by his Name. 
And altho' it's by the Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, 
and not by Works, that the Soul of Man muſt be ſancti- 
fied; yet 1 would not have any one to think, that the 
Soul of either a Chriſtian, a Jew, a Mahometan, or a 
Heathen, will be ſanctified whilſt he indulgeth himſelf in 
any known Sin, becauſe a Man by N NIP in 
is holy Spirit. 
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y Diſciple take un bis Croſs and follow me ; that is, let 


him deny himſelf of the inordinate Deſires of the Fleſh, 
and then he will not bury his Talent of Grace in earthly 
Thoughts and Cares, nor quench the holy Spirit. For 
tho* no Man, by his own willing and doing, can purify 
and cleanſe his Soul from the Filth of Sin; yet by follow- 
ing the Defires of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 


he may ſo polute his Soul, and ſpoil his Nature, as to be 
no way fit for the Kingdom of Heaven; ſo that the 
Scripture ſaith, ibe fear of the Lord is the beginning of 


Wiſdom: For whenſoever a Man begins to fear God, 


that he takes up his Croſs and denies himſelf of whatſoever 


he thinks will offend God, or polute his own ul, tho? 
he, by his own Strength and Power, cannot mortify the 


Fleſh, nor get Dominion over his Sins, yet becauſe the 


holy Spirit hath free acceſs into ſuch a Soul, by his di- 


vine Power Grace doth grow and increaſe, by which he 


is brought into the deepeſt Humility and Repentance, 
and alſo enabled to fight manfully under Chriſt's Banner, 
againfil the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, untill, by 


Degrees, he conquer and overcome. And as for thoſe. 


Words which St. Paul quoteth from the Prophet Maſa- 


- chi, ſaying, Jacos have I loved, and Es au bave I bated ; 
they were not ſpoken untiil a thouſand Years after the 


Birth of thoſe two Children; therefore ſince thoſe Words 
were firſt ſpoken, by Malachi, who was not born untill a 
"thouſand Years after Jacos and Es au, it may fatisfy 


any reaſonable Man, that neither the Prophet Malachi, 


nor St. Paul, ſpoke theſe Words of Jacos and Esau, as 


Children, but as two different People or diſtin& Nations. 


Nov it's well known from the whole Tenure of Scrip- 
ture, that the Jews, who are the natural Seed of Jacos, 
were often murmering ; ſo that when Malachi complain- 
ed of 1/rae!'s unkindneſs; of their irreligiouſneſs and pro- 
faneneſs, the Prophets Words are, I have loved you, 
* faith the Lord: Yet ye ſay, wherein haſt thou loved 
us, was not Es Au Jacos's Brother, ſaith the Loid: 


2 Tet ! loved Jacos,' and I hated Es au, and laid kis 
85 Mountains and Heritage waſte, for the Dragons of the 


Wilderneſs.“ 
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© Wilderneſs. Now obſerve, after whit N 


" 
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the Meaſure of their Iniquities, and for that Cauſe his' 
Mountains and his Heritage was laid waſte for the Dragons 


then great and grievous Sinners, continued to be a Nation 


fill'd up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, 'by crucifying our 


Lord Jefus Chriſt, then their Heritage (even Jeruſalem ) 
was laid waſte, and the Temple thrown down, and the 


Remnant which were left after that great Deſtruction, 


have for ſeventeen hundred Years been without a City or 
Nation, and now at this very Day Mahometans poſſeſs 
their Country, and are the Lords thereof. Now the next 
Words of St. Paul are theſe, * What ſhall we ſay then, 
© js there unrighteouſneſs with God? God forbid, for he 


faith unto Moſes, I will have Mercy on whom I will. 


have Mercy, and I will have Compaſſion on whom I 


Will have Compaſſion.” 


| Dear Chriſtian Reader, Since all the Works of the 


four hundred Years after that Time; but when they had 


of the Wilderneſs. Whereas Jacos or Iſrael, who were 


Lord are according to Equity and Truth, whoſoever he 


be that teacheth any Doctrine, that makes his Works or 


Judgments to be unrighteous, there needs no other Argu- 


ment to prove it falſe and erroneous; for ſince the Mer- 
cies of the Lord are over all his Works, whoſoever 
teacheth, that when the Grace of God, and his holy Spi- 


rit, draws a Man, he cannot yield Obedience thereto, his 
 Dottrine is falſe, and ought to be abhor'd ; and likewiſe 


thoſe, who ſay, a Man is forced to yield Obedience to 
the Law of Sin, that he may be juſtly condemn'd ; they 


are blind Guides that deceive the People. Now if any be 
defirous to know who thoſe are on whom the Lord will 


have Mercy and Compaſſion, I Anſwer, they are ſuch as 


humble themſelves before him; and for a full Proof, to 


fatisfy the Reader, that Men and Women, by humbling 


themſelves before the Lord, become Veſſels of Mercy 
and Compaſſion, and then by the Grace of God, wy _ 


1 
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© Rely Spirit; are/purified and made fit for the Kingdom of 
. Glory: We muſt obſerve, that our Lord himſelf ſaith, 
' Bleſſed ars the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 


" Heaven. Now I ſee no other Reaſon, why the poor in 
Spirit, ſhould be accounted: Heirs of the Kingdom of 


Heaven, but becaule they are ſo very Humble, that they. 


neither 'choak the Grace of God, nor reſiſt his holy Spirit, 


ſo that the Lord may work in them both to will and to 


do according to his good Pleaſure; and ſince it's by the 


Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, that the Soul of Man 


muſt be ſanctified, it is plain, yea undeniable, that it's 


neither of bim that willeth, nor him that runneth, but of 


God that ſheweth Mercy, in giving his Grace and holy 


Spirit to purify and make a Man fit for the Kingdom of 
Glory; for without the Grace of God, ( that is, ingraft- 


ed in the Soul) and his holy Spirit, no Man by his own 


willing, and doing, could purify and make himſelf fit for 


the Kingdom of Heaven; ſo that altho* a Man by hum- 


bling himſelf before'the Lord, become a Veſſel of Mercy, 
yet all ſelf Righteoufneſs is excluded, becauſe it's neither 
Humility, nor Works, that do purify and cleanſe the Soul 
from the Filth of Sin; therefore it's not by Works, bur 


by Grace we muſt be ſaved. But as for thoſe, who at 


the End of their Days, will be caſt out into outer Dark- 


_ neſs, their Deſtruction will be of themſelves, becauſe 
they buried their Talents of Grace in earthly Things, and 
would not yield Obedience to the holy Spirit, when he 


ſtrove with them, but remain'd in a State of Nature, 


even dead to the Kingdom of Heaven. Now the next 


Verſe the Apoſtle quoteth, is from Exodus, where the 


Scripture faith unto Pharaob, even for this ſame Purpoſe 


and that my Name might be declared 


» P 
43 2 
1 


have I raiſed thee up, that I might ſhew 0 Power in thee, 
througbout all the 


' Earth. Now for a full and true Underſtanding of this 
Text, we muſt obſerve, that after the Death of Jaſepb, 
the Egyptians greatly oppreſſed the Children of Iſrael, for 

they made a Law to put their Sons to Death as ſoon as 
they were born, ſo that Moſes was caſt out into the River; 
but Providence provided ſo well for him, that Pharaoh's 
8 5 STO Daughter 


invaded Egypt, and had beaten the Army which was ſent 


Tit Bvil in his Days, but in his Son's Days will I bring 


(18) ER 15 


Daughter took Moſes up, and put him to his oun Mother 


to Nurſe. And Joſepbus, that judicious Hiſtorian faith, 
. adopted Moſes to be ber Son, and prejentad bim to 
ather to be his Succe ſſor; and when the Atbiopian 


againſt them, the Egyptians were fo 25 ly diſtreſſed, 
that they choſe Moſes to be their General, by whofe wiſe 
Conduct the Ætbiopians were conquered, . and Egypt de- 
hvered from their Enemies. Now Moſes was learned in 
all the Wiſdom of the Egyptians, by which he was quali- 
fied for the Government of that Kingdom; but ſo it came 
to paſs, that tho” he accepted of being chief General of 


their Army, he did not aceept of the Crown, but left 
Egypt and went into Mſidian. And when the King of Egypt - 


was dead, in whoſe Reign Moſes was born, becauſe nei- 


ther Pharaoh, nor his Daughter had a Son, the Egyptian: 


were obliged to ehuſe themſelves a new King; and altho* 


5 they made Choice of one that was of a proud and haughty 


Spirit, yet there is no doubt but the Hand of the Lord 
did guide them in chooſing of that King; yet we may be 


fure, it was in Judgment and not in Mercy; for if they 


had choſen a King that had humbled himſelf before the 


5 | Eord, ſuch a one would, for his Time, hive tamed: 


the Judgments of the Lord from the Egyptians. For 


even Abab, King of Hrael, who did fell himſelf to work 
Wickedneſs, by which he provoked/the: Lord to Anger, 
chat he pronounced Judgment againſt the Houſe of Abab, 
ſaying; © I will bring Evil upon thee, and will take away 
thy Poſterity ; and will cut off from Abab him that 


© piffeth againft the Wall, and him that is fhut up and 


_ © left in Ifraz}; and wilt have thine Houſe like the Houſe 
© of Jerebobam, che Son of Neat; and like the Houſe 
of Bauſßbu, the Son of Aijab, for the Provocation where- 

© with thou haſt provoked me to Anger, and made Iſrael 


* to Sin. Yet when he humbled himſelf before the-Lord, 


the Word: of the Lord came to Zlijah the Tiſbbite, ſay- 
e 1 Seeſt thou how Abab humbled himſelf before me; 
1 


cauſe he humbied himfelf before me, I will not bring 
« the 


\ 


— 


5 | „ „ 
4 che Evil upon his Houſe.” So, from hence, we may 
ſafely conclude, that if the Lord had raiſed a Man up to 
the Throne of .Zgypt, who had been humble and lowly 
minded, he would not have been a fit Inſtrument inchis 
Hand, to have made his mighty Power known, and to 
have his Name declared throughout the Earth. But be- 
cauſe the Egyptians by their cruelty, in oppreſſing the 
Iſraelites, had filld up the Meaſure of their Iniquities ; 
_ $heir Sins cried for Judgment, therefore God came down 
to deliver them out of the Hand of the Egyptians, and 
- becauſe he would deliver them by Judgment, the Lord, 
for that very purpoſe, raiſed a Man up to the Throne, 
that wovld be a fit Inftrument in his Hand, to make his 
mighty Power known, and that his Name might be de- 
clared throughout all the Earth. | ws... 
Therefore, when the Scripture ſaith, the Lord will 
' have Mercy on whom be will bave Mercy, and whom bs 
will be hardeneth: We may be ſure it's thoſe who are 
Humble, on whom he will have Mercy ; and only them 
who are: Proud and High- minded, that he hardeneth. 
Therefore every one that deſireth tobe ſaved, muſt humble 
himſelf before the Lord, and become as poor in Spirit as 
a ſucking Child; and as ſuch a Child when it is hungry, 
has no hope nor truſt to obtain any food by. it's own 
Strength and Power, but only cries unto it's Mother, and 
will not ceaſe untill ſhe feed and refreſh it with the Milk 
of her Breaſt; ſo likewiſe a true Chriſtian muſt have no 
hope nor truſt in his own Strength and Power, to obtain 
ſpiritual Food, to refreſh his hungry Soul, and to renew 
his Strength, but fully depend on the Love and Mercy of 
God, and pray earneſtly Day by Day for daily Bread, 
(even ſpiritual. as well as temporal) to enable him to 


1  _ Petſevere in the Ways of Virtue, and a holy Life, untill 


the End of his Days; for be that continueth unto the End 
all be ſaved, And ſince it's plain from Scripture, that 
the Lord our God will have Mercy on thoſe who humble 
themſelves before him; and that it's only them, who are 
of a proud and haughty Spirit, that he hardeneth; there- 
fore none but thaſe, - who like Pharaoh are proud and ſelf 
Ir 9 e will d. 
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makes this Objection, thou wilt ſay then unto me, why 


become Veſſels of Mercy, and by his Grace and holy 
Spirit. are purified and made fit for the Kingdom of 
Glory; ſo likewiſe thoſe who are of a proud and haughty 
Spirit, by turning their Will and Deſire away from God, 


ritual Power from him, corrupt Nature becomes more 
ſtrong and powerful than it was before; ſo that Men do 
not become hardened in Sin by any thing they receive from 
the Lord, but for want of receiving ſuch Supplies of 
ſpiritual Power, as a dependent Creature ſtands in need 


Soul ceaſeth to receive any ſpiritual Power from the Lord, 
then the Heart of ſuch a Man becomes hardened, becauſe 
no dependent Creature can preſerve himſelf in a State of 


Quality or heavenly Life our Father Adam loſt. 
make uſe of ſuch People to execute his Judgments, they 
- do not reſiſt the Anger of God, but readily become the 
Executioners of his Wrath, PR by Degrees, become 
Veſſels of Wrath fitted for Deſtruction. But leaſt any 
ways of the Lord, the Apoſtle ſaith, Nay, but O Man, 
ed ſay to bim that formed it, Why bas thou made me tbus ? 
By which Words, - he is ſtill pleading for Humility, that 


kewiſe, to let us know, that every Man, who is a Veſſel 
of Wrath, fitted for Deſtruction, hath no cauſe to com- 
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doth be yet find Fault, for who bath 'refiſted bis Will? 
1 Anſwer, as Men by humbling themſelves before God 


become hardened in their evil and wicked Ways. For N 
whenſoever a Man turns his Will and Deſire away from 
God, becauſe he then ceaſeth to receive Supplies of ſpi- 


of. For ſince all Men are dependent Creatures, when a 


Happineſs, much leſs, when fallen, recover the divine 


Now when by Pride and Obſtinacy, Men, like Pha- 
raob, become hardened in Sin, if the Lord is pleaſed to 


ſhould be ſo bold and impudent, as to find fault with the 
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| . ®who art thou that replieſt againſt Ged, ſhall the thing form- 


by the Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, we may be 
RO and made. fit for the Kingdom of Glory: And 


ain and fay, Why haſt thou made me thus ? Becauſe the 
Lea yo at Welt made Man * and when "fan ; 


— 
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" ſafe and ſecure for ever more. 


"Millen, even then God ſo loved and pittied Man, that he 
provided him a Saviour, that was both able and willng 


1 


"28 


i 


to heal our Father Adam, and all his Poſterity, of thoſe 


Infirmities which the Fall had brought upon us, and 


when heal'd and made whole, to preſerve and keep us 


Bur if a Man in the War betwixt Nane ang Graak, 


ſhould neither yield Obedience to thoſe Thoughts and 
Deſires which the ingrafted Word of Grace brings forth 
in his Mind, nor to the Motions of the holy Spirit when 
he ſtrives with him, but becomes ſo obſtinate as to walk 
in the Defire of his Eyes, to fulfill the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
untill he is hardened in Sin, the fault is not in the Lord 
our God, but in himſelf; For ſince the Lord ſaid, my 
Spirit ſhall not always ſtrive with Man; if any one ſhould 
continue to indulge himſelf in Sin and Wickedneſs fo long, 
as to choak the good Thoughts and Deſires which Grace 
brought forth in his Mind, and to quench the holy Spirit; 
it may then be ſaid of him, as it was of Pharaoh, that 
the Lord hath hardened his Heart by withdrawing his holy 


Spirit ( he ſo long reſiſted ) from him; for bath not the 
Potter power over the Clay of the ſame Lump, to make 
one Veſſel 10 honour, and another 10 diſhonour. Now, 


. - 


what Man ſoever he be, that will not humble himſelf be- 


fore the Lord, that the Grace of God, and his holy Spi- 


rit, may purify and make him fit for the Kingdom of 


Glory; but contrary thereunto follow the Deſires of the 


Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, untill he become a 


Veſſel of Wrath, fitted for Deſtruction; he himſelf, and 


not the Lord, is the cauſe thereof, 


For as a wiſe Phyſician, when he gives a Medicine to 


a Man that is Sick, and knows that if it be obſtructed it 


will do him no Good, but if it be not hindred in its 


Operation, will effectually cure him; gives his Patient 
Directions how to behave himſelf, what to do, and what ; 


to leave undone ; yet if the Patient will not obey the 
Doctor's Order, but follow his own Will and Way, by 
which he hinders the Medicine from Working, ſo that 


inſtead of growing better he becomes worſe ; the fault is 
es N IS AR | noz. 


not in the Medicine, nor the Doctor, but himſelf, Tet 
F a Man, who is in ſuch a dangerous Diſtemper, that he 
cannot help himſelf, apply to a Phyſician, that gives him 
à Cordial, with Directions how to behave himſelf, ſhould 
by taking that Medicine, and following his Directions, 
Wt | be reſtored to a perfect State of Health, it's not himſelf, 
 . - ut the Phyſician that harh cured him: And according 
"23 6h to this Doctrine St. Paul faith, know ye not, that to whom 
ye yeild your ſelves Servants to obey, bis Servants ye are to 
 wwhomye obey, whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience 
uno Righteouſneſs. And this we ſee by daily Experience, 
that one Man who hath ſeveral Children, how one of 
them by yielding Obedience to the Law of Righteouſneſs, 
is by the Grace of God, and his holy Spirit,, made a 
185 Veſſel of Honour, whilft another of them by yielding 
Obedience to the Law of Sin, is made a Veſſel of Dii- 
- Honour : So that it's no ſtrange thing, but very common, 
to ſee of one and the ſame Lump a Veſſel to Honour, 
and another to Diſhonour. | ee 
Now as the Apoſtle faith, Vbat if God, willing to 


oy 


fhew bis Wrath, and to make bis Power known, en- 
tured with much long Suffering, the Feſſels of Wrath, 
Fed to Deftruftion. Surely none will find fault, and 
ſay, theWays of the Lord are not right, becauſe of that ; 
for this Text may ſatisfy any reaſonable Man, that when 
the Lord gives Sinners ſpace for Repentance, and they 
do not Repent, yet the Lord endures with much long 
Suffering to be Gracious, if they will but yield Obedience 
to the holy Spirit, who draws, and ftrives to turn them 
from the evil of their Way, and bring them to Repen- 
tance, that they may humble themſelves before the Lord, 
and become Veſſels of Mercy; and then, by” his Grace 
and holy Spirit, he will prepare and make them fit for 
kis Kingdom of Glory. | : 
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No when the Lord our God is pleaſed to ſhew Mercy 
+ _ untoifuch Men, in giving them Space for Repentance, 
| and they do not Repent, but inſtead of forſaking the 


Hiace Way, Continue to indulge themſelves in Sin 
e Wickednefs, untill their Hearts be hardened-liks 
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Bhoravb: - 1s. it not very right, that when the Lord is OE 

mindful to ſhew his. Wrath, and to make his Power _——_ 
known, that he make uſe of thoſe Veſſels of Wrath, to. 1 
execute his Judgments upon themſelves, and ſuch like, 2-3 

who have filled up the Meaſure of their Iniquities, as the 
Egyptians had done. And in the next Verſe- St. Paul 
faith,, And that he might make known the Riches of 

© his Glory on the Veſſels of Mercy, which he had afore 
prepared unto Glory; even us Whom he hath called, 
not of the Jews only, but alſo of the Gentiles, + -- 

No by theſe Words it is fure, yea moſt certain, that 

as thoſe Men, who by a long continuance in Sin, have 
hardened their Hearts, are Inſtruments in the Hand of the 
Lord, to make his mighty Power known, in executing 

_ his Judgments on ſuch as have filFd' up the-Meafure-of 
their Iniquities ; ſo likewiſe when Sinners, who have per- 
ſecuted the Church of Chrift, forſake the evil of their 

Way, and become Veſſels of Mercy, they are Inſtruments 

in the Hand of the Lord, to make known-the Riches-of 

his Glory; to encourage wicked Men to forſake their 
Ways, and to turn unto the Lord, that they may be de- 
| _ livered from the Bondage of Sin, and be brought into 
the glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. And when it 
cometh to paſs, that thoſe Men, who for a long time 

have been wallowing in the Filth of Sin, and by the 


| Grace of God brought to Repentance, are th a 7 
Sanctification of the holy Spirit, and the Blood of ſprink» Y | I: 
| ling are ſo purified, as to become Veſſels: of Honour, . — 
| even prepared unto Glory : Then that Text of Scripture Aj 
may be very fitly applied unto them, where the Lord by 1 
i the Prophet Hoſea ſaid, I will call them my People; which FR de 
| -- Fr my People, and ber Beloved, which: was not be- | | 
Now from hence it plainly appears, that when thoi TM 
deep iayings of St. Puul, which are hard to be unde „ 1 
are rightly explain'd, there is nothing in them to fright, "4 


; 1 
ä br in the leaſt diſcourage a Sinner, that purpoſeth to or- 3 A 4 
\ | - fake the evil of his Way, and humble himfelf before the -- 1 
> | -- Lord, for chen he becomes a Vellel of Mercy, nad: by 


the Grace of God, and his holy Spirit, is made à Vet, 
of Honour, even prepared unto Glory. Therefore its 
only thoſe Men who are ſo proud and high minded, that 
they will not be reclaim'd, - but continue either to Indulge 
themſelves in Sin, or take ſo much Pleaſure in worldly: 
Things, as to become luke warm in Religion, by which Wen 
their Hearts grow ſo hard and obdurate, that they become 
Veſſels of Diſhonour, fitted to Deſtruction. So that all? 
who deſire to be Veſſels of Honour, ought to conſider, 
that they are fallen Creatures, even by Nature in a loſt 
State; and likewiſe to know, that by their own Strength 
and Power they cannot heal themſelves of their ſpiritual 
Infirmities ; therefore whether they be rich or poor, high 
or low, they muſt not be proud and high minded, but 
humble themſelves before the great and wiſe Phyſician, - 
who will in no wiſe caſt off thoſe that come unto him, for 
he is both-able and willing to heal them of all their ſpiri- 
tual Infirmities; and when heal'd and made whole, if 
they continue humble and faithful, preſerve and keep 
them ſafe and ſecure from falling any more. 8 
And ſince Man is but a dependent Creature, when his 
Soul is healed of all it's Infirmities, even purified and 
made fit for the Kingdom of Glory, he cannot by his own 
Strength and Power preſerve himſelf in that ſanRified 
State; therefore, he muſt then as well as before wait on the, 
Lord in all religious Ordinances, to renew his Strength 
that he may be able to perſevere in the Ways of virtue and 
a Godly Converſation until the End of his Days, for be 
that continueth to the End, ſhall be ſaved. And ſince all 
Chriſtians agree in this, that none but an independent Being 
caa ſupport himſelf in a State of Happineſs ; and likewile, 
that all Men are dependent Creatures, Humility muſt be 
a ſafe Way to walk in both for Saints and Sinners ; for as 
a Sinner by humbling himſelf before the Lord becomes a 
Veſſel of Mercy, a Saint. by walking humbly with the ol 
Lord continues to be a Veſſel of Mercy: And as a Sinner 
when he becomes aVeſlel of Mercy, by the Grace of God, 
and his holy Spirit, is purified and made fit for the King- 
dom of Glory; fo likewiſe a Saint by the Grace * =_ 
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5 Ec bled to pal s throt 5 de Van af his Ward. 
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by indulging himſelf in Sin, or taking ſo much thought 


but little Re- 


r at he 
amiſs, when the 


r in his own Mind for what he 


Kingdom, to which 
Word or any other 


| . God and 
doch belong, is by preaching of 


"res of the Fleſh that he begins to conſider his latter End 
” and meditate about his . Affairs, . becauſe the in- 
Yours Word isthen fre 


dm to pray earneſtly unto God, and not only for Mercy 
| 1 and For ivencſs of his Sins, but likewiſe for his holySpirit, 
| . by whole divine Power Grace doth grow and increaſe ; and 


nn. s Conſcience is ſo awakened that every little Fault 


either by word or deed fills his Heart ſo full of Sorrow 
and Grief that he hath no Peace of Mind in any kind of 
da, he is then forced to keep a Watch over himſelf and 
3 Walks not after Fleſh but after Spirit, ſo that he willingly 


. ſuch a Man when he the 2 his Way 
5 and prays earneſtly unto God to Merey, find no 
Comfort, but rs. 2 and Trouble to reaſe, becauſe his 
ins appear more * more ata | 


= 
=_ 


* of God and his Holy Spirit it may be done: For if a Man 
and care about Worldly Things hath buried his Talent 


"Grace of God which often times in ſecret Rirreth op the. 
þ cans, ſo freed from "he Cares of the World and he - "i 


from thoſe oppreſſive Thoughts 
and Cares, it brings forth ſuch ſtrong Deſires as cauſeth 


1 RE grows un increaſeth it illuminates his Mind bx 
* Which he diſcovers his Sinsand the Filthineſs thereof more 
+ fully than he had hitherto done, and ſo by the Grace of 
= God ſuch a Man is brought to Repentance: For when a a 


and Failing woundeth it; and every Thing he doth amiſs 


s up his Creſs and enters in at the ſtrait Gate. And 
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